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stationed his troops in places of security, returned, for a
time, to Berlin, where he forbade all to speak either ill or
well of the campaign.

To what end such a prohibition could conduce, it is dif-
ficult to discover: there is no country in which men can
be forbidden to know what they know, and what is uni-
versally known may as well be spoken. It is true, that in
popular governments seditious discourses may inflame the
vulgar; but in such governments they cannot be restrained,
and in absolute monarchies they are of little effect.

When the Prussians invaded Bohemia, and tnis whole
nation was fired with resentment, the king of England
gave orders in his palace, that none should mention his
nephew with disrespect; by this command he maintained
the decency necessary between princes, without enforcing,
and, probably, without expecting obedience, but in his own
presence.

The king of Prussia's edict regarded only himself, and,
therefore, it is difficult to tell what was his motive, unless
he intended to spare himself the mortification of absurd
and illiberal flattery, which, to a mind stung with disgrace,
must have been in the highest degree painful and disgusting.

Moderation in prosperity is a virtue very difficult to all
mortals; forbearance of revenge, when revenge is within
reach, is scarcely ever to be found among princes. Now
was the time when the queen of Hungary might, perhaps,
have made peace on her own terms; but keenness of re-
sentment, and arrogance of success, withheld her from the
due use of the present opportunity. It is said, that the
king of Prussia, in his retreat, sent letters to prince Charles,
which were supposed to contain ample concessions, but
were sent back unopened. The king of England offered,
likewise, to mediate between them; but his propositions
were rejected at Vienna, where a resolution was taken, not
only to revenge the interruption of their success on the
Rhine, by the recovery of Silesia, but to reward the Saxons
for their seasonable help, by giving them, part of the Prus-
sian dominions.